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There are many different ways of thinking about the use of roomayi
and hiragana at primary school level. I think that it is important to teach
Japanese using the Japanese writing system. This does not only apply to
teaching Japanese. It is common for students to study languages that are
not based on the roman alphabet.

Learning about the writing system means learning the language’s
history and its structure. This leads to learning the culture of the language.
Therefore, when learning Japanese, I feel it is essential to learn Japanese
using hiragana from the beginning.

However it isn’t easy to teach hiragana at the same time as
developing vocabulary and teaching oral Japanese, especially at primary
school level where students who may lack interest or motivation have little
incentive to study. I feel it is not good to force the students to learn
hiragana by compulsory testing. If the students feel studying hiragana is
arduous they will not enjoy learning Japanese very much, and [ am afraid
that this will give the students a negative feeling about learning foreign
languages. In spite of this, it is still absolutely essential to spend time
studying in order to learn hiragana. Subsequently, I don’t force my
students, I try to motivate them and encourage them to enjoy learning
hiragana in fun ways.

I hope to introduce and demonstrate these techniques in this book.
In my school these ideas and methods make it easier for general classroom
teachers as well as students to learn hiragana. They practice hiragana
together back in their classroom. This is immensely valuable as I am only
able to teach each class for forty five minutes each week. Without using
roomaji, I teach using hiragana. This way students learn Japanese with a
correct accent. This prevents students becoming confused and using
incorrect pronunciation with roomayi.

Even if your own knowledge of hiragana is limited, using the ideas
in this book, I hope you will be able to learn with your students as you

teach them. If you find this book helps you in your efforts to teach
hiragana, I will be pleased.

Hiroko Nishibayashi
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1. Hiragana charts

Hiragana charts are essential in the L.O.T.E. room or class room. The
charts used at primary school level should be big, clear, simple and have
more than one usage. Based on these points, [ made ten different coloured
hiragana charts.

H\NS

1 - Size
My charts are 33c¢cm x 98cm which is quite large. Thus, the charts can
easily be recognised from anywhere in the classroom. They are
permanently on display, so I don’t spend time putting them up and
taking them down. Because they are always up, I can easily use them
whenever | want.

2 - Colours
I use ten separate charts for hiragana. Each chart is a different colour.
The first chart is red and shows the first five letters, a, i, u, e and o.
The next chart is blue and shows ka, ki, ku, ke, ko. The following five
letters, sa, shi, su, se, so are on a green chart. Thus, [ am using ten
different colour charts. Because of the colour of the charts it is easy to
mvolve colours in my lessons. For example, if I want a student to look
at a certain chart I say “midori no chaato o mite kudasai.” (Please look
at the green chart.) or “kono hiragana wa murasaki no chaato ni
arimasu.” (This hiragana letter is on the purple chart.) This way,
students can easily find hiragana.
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3 - Pictures
Each letter has an accompanying picture to remind students of the
sound of the letter. Because students have leamed the correct sound of
each word, the pictures will remind the students of the correct sound of
the letters. Similarly, the letters will help the students remember what
the pictures are. My students leam “ashi no a, isu no i, ushi no ¥” in a
similar manner to ““a for apple, b for ball, ¢ for cat, etc...” This way
students can learn the relationship between the letters and the pictures.

4 - Letter style
Most printed Japanese in text books, work books and charts is different
to the way 1t is hand written. For example, some typical letters are:

Printingtype | & & 72 5% v § R b v b
Handwriting | % X 40 3, & % X & ¥ b

This difference frequently causes confusion for students. Itis a
problem if students copy printed letters. Friends of mine who study
Japanese write very strange letters, because this is how they learned.
Once they have learned to write this way, it is extremely difficult to
correct this writing style.

At primary school, please use material that has been printed in the
same style as hand writing. In particular, the letters used on hiragana
charts must be designed appropriately, in hand written style. The
letters on my hiragana charts show clearly where strokes stop, flick or
taper. Using these charts, students can learn the correct writing style,
even from just copying them.

5 - No roomaji
Throughout my whole Japanese program, I do not use roomaji because
it causes incorrect pronunciation and pronunciation confusion for
Junior grade students who are just learning English phonics. Naturally
there is no roomayi on the hiragana charts. This means it takes longer
for students to learn hiragana, however, it also means that they learn it
correctly.

Teaching Aid Information
The 10 Big Hiragana charts which are described above,
are available as a set, or individually, from KYOZAL
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2. Letter Design

As mentioned in Chapter 1, it is important to be wary of the difference
between printed letters and hand written letters. There are many different
letter designs for printing, word processing and computing. They are often
different from hand written styles. For example in English, the letters “a”
and “g” are generally printed a and g, but are hand written @ and g . If
students, when learning English for the first time, learn these letters by
copying them from a book, what would happen? Perhaps these students

would end up writing theses letters like this @and g

In Japanese there are two major fonts which are Minchoo and Gothic.
Stroke thickness is consistent in Gothic. Therefore the letters do not show
where strokes stop, flick or taper. Because of this, I avoid using materials
printed in Gothic. Even Minchoo has some letters which are designed very
differently from the hand written styles, as illustrated below.

Even though the materials are not for writing practice, students learn the
letter shape from them and some students try to write by copying them.

Please use materials printed the same as or similar to hand written styles,
especially in junior levels.

The following Hiragana card masters are presented in the hand writen
style which shows where strokes stop, flick and taper. Hiragana game
card masters are hand written. By copying page 14 and page 15 on each
side of the same piece of paper, you can make game cards which have
letters on one side and pictures on the other side.

2{) \ )
SQS é - 93 SV
_ . Hand writen ‘ Hand writen
Minchoo Gothic style Minchoo Gothic style
V) U l} %) 't) 1'C-J
: _ Hand writen Hand writen
Minchoo Gothic style Minchoo Gothic style
_ _ Hand writen _ Hand writen
Minchoo Gothic style Minchoo Gothic style
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3. Individual hiragana recognition and reading

als
-

T A method for developing hiragana recognition and reading T

I conduct Japanese reading tests at my school. For this method I divide all
hiragana into ten different levels. As students learn the letters in each level,
they take a reading test. The test involves students reading words
containing letters up to the level being tested. The tests are voluntary and
are conducted outside class hours. When a student passes a test, he or she
1s given a certificate at assembly. This way students have a sense of
satisfaction and they are motivated to go on to the next level. As the levels
increase, so do the number of words that students can read, thus students
not only recetve a certificate, but are motivated by their own progress.
Naturally this makes their normal class study easier, therefore more
enjoyable and they study harder, and start to learn by themselves. This
method is working very well at our school. In 1995 I had some students as

young as grade one who became able to read stories written in hiragana out
loud.

The letters for each level:
Level 1 .
a, i, u, e, 0 and simple one stroke letters ku, shi, tsu, te, he, n.

W B LT ~A

Level 2
Level 1 plus chiisai tsu and ka, ki, ku, ke, ko, ga, gi, gu, ge, go.
oM E LT INE ST T

I teach that the chiisai tsu is silent, but it makes the sound before it
(Gjump77‘
Level 3

Level 2 plus sa, shi, su, se, so, za, ji, zu, ze, zo
S Ly ULz

Level 4
Level 3 plus ta, chi, tsu, te, to, da, ji, zu, de, do
b o> T & EB I3 TLE
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Level 5
Level 4 plus na, ni, nu, ne, no

A (O AN AR

Level 6
Level 5 plus ha, hi, fu, he, ho, ba, bi, bu, be, bo, pa, pi, pu, pe, po

O &S ~FEOENEFT VR AGFE

Level 7
Level 6 plus ma, mi, mu, me, mo
¥ A 0D b

Level 8

Level 7 plus ya, yu, yo, ra, ri, ru, re, ro

L bV B NA

Level 9
Level 8 plus wa, o, ___ha (read wa), ____he (read e)
L % (g ~
Level 10
Level 9 plus combination sounds with chiisai ya, yu, yo
P 0w X

When students pass Level 10, they always want to read more so I
created Level 11, which is a story written in hiragana about a farmer
and a large turnip.

Conducting the reading test
One to one. Point to one word at a time. The student reads the
word you point to, without referring to hiragana charts. Depending
on the fluency of the student [ usually ask between ten to thirty
words.

On the following page there are sample words for each level reading test

and a story for Level 11. Please note that words normally written in
katakana are written in hiragana. A certificate master is also included.
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Level 4 Reading Test
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Level 5 Reading Test
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Level 8 Reading Test
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Level 9 Reading Test
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Level 10 Reading Test
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Level 11 Reading Test
BLWIA BB 03

BLWIAN, hlntctat 33 Lt

"HIv, HIv HhIH,

EHEIT. LB Hh3iitn,

HIV. YU BBEER N3y 3L,

BLuXaild. Nk fhzox LTLtc.
ré/vf_:l.l. Z‘:;:b\l.ot o J
Y. vk QtivhA,

B, 23% JATEILE:,

1V BLWEAE 18T, BLVWXAYY
DNE Pada T,

"IRLILE . X ozl

INTH. Hhaiid autdtha,

%13, Ik JATRE LT,

Idea Book 3 - Teaching Japanese For Juniors () KYOZAI - L.O.T.E. Teaching Aids




31

LAY 93E VaidnT. 234N BLVWIAE
Vs T BUWEAN 93t a1l T,
Y R F N PIAR] ¥

FHEAS. 313 T IEA .

LIz, vk TATRELT:,

VWY HLE Va1l T. HLey 93 E M T.
1E BUWXAE P15 T, BUWIANY
NHE Pl T,

“Sh¥zla. ¥osurldon

I3t NN U TeA,

Vi, Rz JATEELT:,

W Vilk (LT Wiy HLE aIEH T,
LAY )EE Ul YA Bl Ak
Ualda T, ELWIAAN H3E a1 T,
"IRYZLe. ¥oZulaes

EEE § I § S § (A ~TD & & o U

Idea Book 3 - Teaching Japanese For Juniors () KYOZAI - L.O.T.E. Teaching Aids




32

Rz, ATHE JAT3ELL:,

REHH 1Tk P57 az4 ik
VPadsT, vdagy HLE a7, HLAY
1EE a1, 2E BLWIAE 1357,
BUWIAN H3vk 10T,
"IArzle, Yoo uwlk.
X,¢. Mhavld. ButELte,

kb

Idea Book 3 - Teaching Japanese For Juniors () KYOZAI - L.O.T.E. Teaching Aids




Idea Book 3 - Teaching Japanese For Juniors () KYOZAI - L.O.T.E. Teaching Aids



34

1
W
-

‘F Game and activity ideas for hiragana recognition T

1 - Simple games

(1) Cleaning board game
Words or letters that students have learned are written randomly on
the board. Have a student come to the board and erase the word or
letter you call out.

(2) Write a word that students are familiar with on the board with one
letter missing. Students read what is written and guess what the
word is in order to guess the missing letter.

(3) Shiritori
Divide the class into two teams. One student from each team plays
Janken to see who starts the game. The winning team calls out a
word beginning with “a”. The teacher or a student writes the last
letter of that word in hiragana on the board. The other team must
then call out a word beginning with that letter. If they are able to do
this, it is the first team’s turn to do the same.
If a team is unable to come up with a word they lose. If the team
say a word which ends in “n”, they lose, as no words begin with “n”.
A team is not allowed to use a word which has been used previously
in that game.

2 - Card games

(1) Recognition game
Picture cards are placed face up on the floor or a table. Players sit in
a circle around the cards. The teacher shows a word written in
hiragana. Students pick up the picture which corresponds to the
word.

(2) Karuta
This game can be played with hiragana cards or the karuta picture
cards introduced on page 72. The cards are placed face up. The
teacher or a student calls out a hiragana sound, word or phrase. 4,5
or 6 players race to take the card that corresponds to what is called.
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(3) Speed recognition
Two players in front of the class. Each takes one hiragana or word
card. At the class count ichi - ni - san (one - two - three) they show
their cards to each other. The first to recognise and call out their
partner’s card wins and remains to face a new challenger.

(4) Matching game
Two related sets of cards are required. For example, picture cards
and hiragana word cards or the same hiragana word cards in
different colours. Cards are placed face down and one card from
each group is turned over by a player who then calls them out. If
they match, the pair can be kept.

(5) Secret whispers
A set of “secret hiragana word cards” are placed face up at the
front of the classroom. The class is arranged into two to four
teams sitting or standing in rows. The first person from each row
is told or shown a secret word by the teacher. These students then
return to their own row and whisper the secret to the next person in
line. The secret is passed down the line from one student to the
next until the last student has heard it. The last student then comes
to the head table and picks up the “secret card”. The first student
to hold up a secret card wins a point for his/her team, then returns
to be the first in line.

[ a1 re
M &

(6) Up to ten hiragana cards are placed on the board. Have the students
memorise the cards. Get students to close their eyes and then turn
one card over, so students can not see what it is. Ask the students
to open their eyes and say what the missing letter 1s.
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3 - Hiragana chart making
Enlarge the blank hiragana chart on the following page to A3 in size.
For each hiragana letter students find a word which begins or ends
with that letter and draw a picture of the word in the box. These
pictures will remind the student of the hiragana sounds. Each
student will have their own personal and original hiragana chart.

)

4 - Worksheets “Hiragana kuizu” (Hiragana Quiz)
Match the pictures and the hiragana letters, for example is
enpitsu. Enpitsu starts with e so students find ¢ and join the dots.
The exceptions in these worksheets are kaeru and hon, as the
matching letter is the last letter of those words. This is because few
words start with 7« and no words start with 7.

There is a chart master with pictures. If you use this, an activity
idea is to have students colour in a picture when they are able to
recognise the letter or say the word.

5 - Worksheet “Namae wa nan desu ka.” (What are their names?)
There are lots of children’s faces drawn with their names printed
undemeath on this worksheet. This worksheet can be used for lots
of different activities.

Here are some activity ideas.

(1) The teacher or a student asks the class “  ban wa dare desu ka.”
(Who 1s number ?7) The students read and answer the
corresponding person’s name.

(2) The teacher or a student asks the class “  sankun wa nan ban
desu ka.” (What numberis  ?)
Students think how the name is written in hiragana and search for it
and then answer that number.

(3) Students are given an allocated time period and try to recognise as

many names as they can in the given time. Students may circle in
the people whose names they recognise.
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6 - Worksheets “Hiragana ikutsu aru kana” (How many hiragana are
there?)
This worksheet is a good activity for students to complete for
homework as they can work through it individually. There are
varying numbers of hiragana letters printed on these worksheets.
Students count the number of each hiragana and write this number
in kanji down the bottom next to the letter.

7 - Worksheet “Dono hiragana” (Which hiragana?)
Teacher tells the students “(hiragana letter) o (colour) de nutte
kudasai.” (Colour (letter) in (colour).) For example “a o midori de
nutte kudasai.” (Colour a in green.) Students must be able to
recognise hiragana and colours. Then colour in the right letter in the
right colour.

8 - Worksheets “Kofoba o sagashimashoo” (Search for words)
Similar to a word search game, lots of hiragana are printed in the
square. Students look for words relating to the topic and circle
them. The words may be written horizontally, vertically or
diagonally, but not back to front or bottom to top. Words may share
common letters. Each puzzle has twelve words to find. Words that
would normally be written in katakana are written in hiragana for
these puzzles.

If the students have learned how to write hiragana, they can write
the words they find. This is a good activity for writing practice.

Worksheet topics and hidden words

1 Colours and Shapes
aka (red), ao (blue), midori (green), kuro (black), shiro (white),
murasaki (purple), chairo (brown), haiiro (gray), maru (circle),
sankalku (triangle), shikaku (square), hishigata (diamond)

2 Classroom Objects
enpitsu (pencil), hasami (scissors), keshigomu (eraser), nori (glue),
kami (paper), tsukue (desk), isu (chair), hon (book), fokei (clock),
gomibako (rubbish bin), kokuban (blackboard), fodana (cupboard)
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Animals

neko (cat), inu (dog), buta (pig), kitsune (fox), ushi (cow), uma
(horse), hitsuji (sheep), vagi (goat), kaeru (fox), nezumi (mouse),
hebi (snake), wani (crocodile)

Body parts

atama (head), kata (shoulders), hiza (knee), ashi (foot), me (eye),
mimi (ear), kuchi (mouth), hana (nose), te (hand), onaka (stomach),
senaka (back), oshiri (buttocks)

Family

ojiisan (grandfather), obaasan (grandmother), otoosan (father),
okaasan (mother), oniisan (older brother), oneesan (older sister),
otooto (younger brother), imooto (younger sister), watashi (me),
boku (me (for boys)), ojisan (uncle), obasan (aunt)

Weather

hare (fine/sunny), ame (rain), kumori (cloudy), yuki (snow), arashi
(storm), kaze ga tsuyoi (strong wind), arare (hail), kiri (fog), atsui
(hot), samui (cold), attakai (warm), suzushi (cool)

Household objects

mado (window), tsukue (desk), isu (chair), soojiki (vacuum), denwa
(telephone), fokei (clock), hondana (bookshelf), yoofukudansu
(wardrobe), denki (light), terebi (television), reizooko (fridge),
denshi renji (microwave oven)

Adjectives

ookii (big), chiisai (small), atsui (hot), samui (cold), nagai (long),
mijikai (short), oishii (delicious), mazui (yukky), futoi (thick), hosoi
(thin(not used for flat things)), kawaii (cute), kitanai (dirty)

Fruit and Vegetables

ringo (apple), ichigo (strawberry), momo (peach), nashi (pear),
mikan (mandarin), banana (banana), sakuranbo (cherry), suika
(watermelon), tamanegi (onion), ninjin (carrot), hoorensoo
(spinach), piiman (capsicum)

All topics

tanuki (raccoon dog), ringo (apple), sankaku (triangle), murasaki
(purple), enpitsu (pencil), okaasan (mother), chiisai (small), yuki
(snow), piiman (capsicum), tsukue (desk), atama (head), denwa
(telephone)
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4. Writing

As I mentioned before, when you teach how to write hiragana, please use
appropriate samples. Letter samples written the following way are not
recommended. This is because they do not show where strokes stop, flick
or taper and many are printed differently to the way they are hand written.

vs\ 72
NS IR, BT

If incorrect writing habits are learned from the very start, the habits are
very difficult to correct.

&

N
Sa-

‘W Tome, Harai, Hane '

Tome means the stroke stops and ends.

T2 ¥ &

Harai means the stroke tapers to a finish.

Hane means the stroke ends w1th a ﬂlck """

\‘ A (i 12 X

When teaching how to write, as well as teaching stroke order,
please also take care with fome, harai, and hane.
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‘¥ Game and activity ideas for writing hiragana T

1 - Finger writing in the air
After students have learned how to write hiragana, but before they
actually practice on paper, please have them practice writing using
their finger in the air. Say the stroke numbers as you “write” each
stroke in the air, and reflect the stroke endings in your voice
intonation.

It will be of great advantage if you are able to master mirror writing
of hiragana, because this will enable you to observe your students
actions and abilities as you demonstrate the stroke order and style.

2 - Writing practice sheets
There are two types of practice sheets following.

Type A practice sheets’ letters are not in Japanese alphabetical
order. The letters are in order of increasing difficulty. The first
sheet has only very simple single stroke letters. These sheets are
designed for students who are able to recognise all hiragana letters.
If the students already know the correct alphabetical order, when
they learn how to write them, they should start by learning the easier
letters.

Type B practice sheets’ letters are presented in Japanese
alphabetical order. The first sheet covers g, 7, u, e, o the second ka,
ki, ku, ke, ko and so on. If students are learning to write at the same
time as learning how to recognise hiragana or if students are used to
using the Japanese alphabetical order, the type B sheets will be more
appropriate.

There are many different ways of thinking about these techniques
\ /) but I beleive it depends on the student’s level and ability as to which
method is the most appropriate.
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3 - Secret writing
Play “secret whispers™ but instead of whispering the sound of the
hiragana, students write the hiragana on the next person’s back with
their finger.

Some younger children are ticklish. If your students are too

\g’ ticklish, you will not be able to play this game. )

4 - Karuta card making

Each student is given one or two letters to make a word card and a

picture card for. The given letter must be circled. This way a class

can make a karuia set. Karuta game is similar to snap. Picture

cards are placed face up and the teacher or a student holds all word

cards, and reads them out one by one. Players compete to snap the

card with the letter which matches the word called out.
Flace cards om the sticky

Séde of the book profector
and trim them.

I have found from experience that it is best to cover these cards
with a book protector (such as “Contact”) on one side at least. I

‘Ql have found that laminated cards are too hard and are not safe to
play with.

5 - Hiragana writing games

(1) The teacher shows the class a picture. The students write what the
picture is in hiragana in their exercise book or on paper. To assist
the students, draw a number of dashes on the board corresponding
to the number of hiragana letters in the word (see illustration
below). If there are letters the students are yet to learn, the teacher
can write them above the corresponding dash.
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(2) Instead of showing a picture, the teacher can call out a word.

(3) The teacher calls out a word backwards. For example, if the teacher
calls out go-chi-i, the students write down that word in the right
order and answer what it is. In this case, go-chi-i is i-chi-go and
this means strawberry.

(4) Hangman

6 - Hiragana bingo
You don’t have to make lots of different types of bingo cards
yourself. Depending on the students ability, give them blank bingo
cards with 9, 16 or 25 blank squares. Call out hiragana letters and
have the students write the letter you call in any box they wish.
Repeat this until all cards are full. You should now have a class set
of different bingo cards. This is a great exercise for both recognition
and writing. When students have completed filling in the cards, you

can begin playing bingo. Call out a hiragana letter, and have the
students mark that letter on their sheet.

To be fair to the students and to build the excitement I use hiragana
\ /, cards for the selection.

If students complete an entire row either vertically, horizontally or
diagonally, they call out “bingo”. Bingo sheet masters are on the
following page.

7 - Hiragana test sheets
The following sheets may be used for hiragana tests, writing practice

or be used as an activity after learning new vocabulary. Here are
some ideas for their usage.

(1) Cover the pictures and then copy the work sheets. Students trace

the dots in the boxes to write words. As they recognise a word, they
draw a picture of it. '

(2) Erase some of the dotted letters from some of the boxes, then copy
as worksheets. Students look at the picture and try to identify the
word, then write the missing letters in the boxes.
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(3) Combine (1) and (2). Erase either some pictures or some letters.
Students fill in the picture and letter blanks.

(4) Erase all dotted letters for a complete writing test.

The test sheets cover twelve topics: Body parts, Weather, Family
members, Household objects, Classroom objects, Adjectives,
Vegetables, Fruit, Japanese goods, Animals, Space and Transport.
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5. Fun Ideas and accessories

1
—e- . -
' Hanamaru and Japanese style correction B

In Japan, when we correct students’ tests or worksheets, we put a
circle O on (not beside) the correct answers. When answers are
wrong, we place a tick  or a cross X on the incorrect
answers. Try to correct in Japanese style.

On worksheets with a good result we draw a hanamaru to say “well

done!” Often hanamaru is given for perfect or near perfect results.
A hanamaru is the drawing illustrated below.

Hana maru

pleased to be rewarded with a hanamaru because they are unique.

Many people use stamps, but I find that my students are alw@

How to draw a hanamaru

More circles mean a better
result.

U

I. A, SO~ k
CL2%) [T 34 Draw petats
G

arourdl the spiral.

o

d : Gb)

Draw a stem ard leaves.
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st [S.K4
— =
1

‘K Pointer i

In lessons, we frequently point to charts and posters. Here is a unique
pointer which makes students automatically pay attention. Copy the hand
below, colour it, paste it on to stiff cardboard and cut it out. Tape or glue

a stick to the back

asy
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[TAD A

genkan (entrance)

el Yyl8

koochoo shitsu  (principal’s room)

LU

Jimu shitsu (office)

Ls{VAL

shokuin shitsu  (staff room)

BETHLNN

otearar (toilet)
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| I\VNVTA

baiten (canteen)

AIAZZLD

nihongo kyooshitsu (Japanese room)

Kl/dch ‘“&t’) 2

_______inensez‘ kyooshitsu (grade classroom)
v.) \ 2 v.) i

pureppu kyooshitsu (prep classroom)

T/UL

hoken shitsu  (sick bay)
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YLl

tosho shitsu (library)

T2

zukoo shitsu (art room)

HAN

ongaku shitsu (music room)

] 761"’57 = L’)

2 A w9 1 b

konpyuutaa shitsu (computer room)

=\ W HW,

taiikukan (gymnasium)
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=5 (TE 32

tamokuteki kyooshitsu (multipurpose room)

AL ILE)

undoojoo (sports ground)

AN CON

taiiku sooko (sports shed)

LEeh (L2

shichookaku shitsu (audio visual room)

LN R,

rika shitsu (science room)
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YA Pw.

kateika shitsu  (home economics room)

V)L

choori shitsu (cooking room)

-1

(J

kopii shitsu (copy room)

7 2

sooko (store room)

LYo

shiryoo shitsu (teaching materials store room)
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sk @iV,

hoosooshitsu  (P.A. room)

L
AVFE2— L

vy 1= v w9

intabyuu shitsu  (interview room)

ale

Hiragana chart for classroom teachers T

ale
-
% &

It is desirable for classroom teachers to reinforce hiragana recognition in
their own classroom. Conduct an in-service at your school - introduce
classroom teachers to the correct hiragana sounds to enable them to
practice hiragana with their students. A chart to aid teacher learning of
hiragana follows. Teachers may use roomaji to assist them, however,
naturally they don’t show roomaji to the students.

Glease take care with the basic vowel sounds “a, i, u, e, 0" andw
the sounds written with “¢”” and “f”. The vowel sounds can be
J learned in order from the following: “Ceme in ruby red Ron”. The
“@” sound is definitely not the same as the “a” sound in English
‘Q’ phonics. The “r” sound is closer to an English “I” than it is to an
“r” and the “f” sound is close to an English “h”. The “g” sound is
always a hard sound as in “good”. J
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Hiragana

N

A

L T & %
Eo T ¢

ML

)

Y7
7 =
S

na ni nu
‘i U A4
S _

5
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8. Appendix 1 - roomaji and hiragana

1. Hiragana charts

Please look at the green
chart.

midori no chaato o mite
kudasai.

HBEYVDF¥—h (behi)
A TLIE I,

This hiragana letter is on
the purple chart.

kono hiragana wa
murasaki no chaato ni
arimasiu.

TOOLBRIFTLLIED
Fr—hMbebi)ichbh 7,

3. Individual hiragana recognition and reading

) -

bt [P

e, 0. When 5 “u” follows an

pronounced imoofto.

If my students pronounce the “x” as an “u

pass their reading test.

In the following lists “ou” combinations are shown as “00” in the
oomaji column, as I beleive this more accurately reflects how they

.
bre pronounced.

sound for example % 9 &
(imouto) the “u” sound is not pronounced as an “u”. The “ou”
combination is pronounced as a long

e, 37

There are many different romanising systems. I have chosen to
show long vowel sounds as aa, i, uu, ee and oo, instead of @, 7, #,

o sound. Thus imouto is

€e_ 77

sound, I still let them

Level 1 reading test

blue ao HE
cow / bull /ox ushi 5L
hot atsui Hou
foot ashi HL
house ie Y4
hand te T

up / on / top / above ue 52
shoes kutsu <D
many 00i BEW
dots / dotted line lenten TATHA
suffix used after boys’ names | kun <A
yen en -y
love ai H
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no iie AYAY-4
spike / stake / pile kui 9%
angel tenshi TAL
desk tsukue 2< &
cheering / support ooen ¥BoRA
How many? ikutsu W< o
delicous oishii B LW
drive unien 9 AT A
wall (fence) hei AU

cane / stick (sue D Z
transformation henshin ~A LA
monkey bar untei 5 AT
releif / peace of mind anshin HA LA
iron fetsu T
stone ishi WL
picture e Z

salt shio LB

bed room shinshitsu LA LD
when itsu A
comb kushi <L
match / game shiai L&
close a store heiten ~WT A
green house onshitsu BALD
private railroad shitetsu LT
opponent / partner aite HUT
ink inku WAL (A7)
beautiful utsukushii 952 LW
paper money / note / bill shihei L~
horsetail (plant) tsukushi 2< L
garden feien TWER A
(medical) treatment teate THT

a vacuum shinkuu LAK D
horseshoe teitetsu TWTD
soldier heishi ~W L
multiplication table kuku <X
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red aka & D>

big ookii BERZW
squid ika AR
wooden doll kokeshi ZiFL
persimmon / oyster kaki AR
weather tenki TAE
airport kuukoo <H5ZH
fight kenka i A
pond ike A%
autumn aki &

face kao Nk
chrysanthemum kiku =<

jaw / chin ago Z
bank ginkoo XAZD
foreign country gaikoku MBI <
gargling ugai AR
sweet things / snack okashi BhxL
English eigo ZNT
deer shika L 2>
shellfish kai SRl

sea lion ashika & L o>
memorisation anki A E
stone wall (outside) ishigaki WL A&
one (round object) ikko W Z
movie eiga RN
funny / strange okashii BhrLWnw
seashore / coast / beach kaigan DINDS A
scarecrow kakashi ML
school gakkoo B0 9
healthy / cheerful genki JF A
nail kugi <&
science / chemistry kagaku DI <
seal / stamp inkan W AD A
potted plant ueki I RE
station eki z &
foreigner gaikokujin BNZ LK LA
music ongaku BABL
entrance hall / front door genkan FADA
machine kikai EF /A
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postage stamp kitte o T
voice koe ZZ
school yard kootei Z 95 T
diplomat gaikookan BUNT 9 A
traffic lights shingooki LAZH &
fist genkotsu FAZD
furniture kagu <
key kagi NE
long-nosed goblin tengu TS

Level 3 reading test
chair isu VNV
teacher sensei FAED
three san S A
police man keisatsukan TWEOMA
belly button oheso B~%
watermelon suika ERAYA
mother okaasan Bhrd I A
arithmetic / math sansuu SATH
Japanese fan sensu TAT
Japanese bullet train shinkansen LADPATA
sushi sushi 3L
clephant Z00 95
cool suzushii T3 L
moring / a.m. gozen ZHA
wind kaze yiRRcA
three o’clock sanji AL
triangle sankakkei SAM2 TN
liar usotsuki I A k-1
socks sokkusu FolF (Vw7 R)
rhinoceros sai =AA
rice wine sake =471
cough seki &
soap sekken HolTA
1ron man tetsujin T2 LA
answer / reply / response henji ~A L
submarine sensuikan FAT VA
weed Zass00 Tt
drawing and craft zugakoosaku THRIH XL
time Jikan ChA

Idea Book 3 - Teaching Japanese For Juniors () KYOZAI - L.O.T.E. Teaching Aids




95

asthma zensoku HFAEL
legless chair zaisu Uy
vacuum cleaner s00jiki 9 L&
rabbit usagi HE¥
last saigo AN
experiment Jjikken C oA
swimming suiei FUVZ
oxygen Sanso SAT
world sekai HA
mathematics suugaku 5 i<
war Sensoo TAE S
cleaning S00ji 5L
detergent senzai FAIW
traffic accident kootsuujiko 9295002
Kanji (characters) kanji MA L
magazine zasshi JoL
earthquake Jishin CLA
heart shinzoo LAED
aquarium suizokukan FTWELI A
Level 4 reading test
drum taiko AR
sound oto Bl
small chiisai By
octopus / kite tako =z
SOre itai AV
a low heated table kotatsu o
mouth kuchi < H
up and down ue to shita Yz e LT
outside soto Z L
answer kotae Tz
tent tento Thr (T H)
lighthouse toodai L5 EN
door doa Ui (FT)
light / electricity denki TAZ
like very much daisuki g X
calculator dentaku TA<
north kita =il
younger brother otooto BE ok
map chizu H9

Idea Book 3 - Teaching Japanese For Juniors () KYOZAI - L.O.T.E. Teaching Aids




96

clock tokei A
shape katachi NichH
lizard tokage & niF
subway chikatetsu HTD
sugar satoo &9
special talent fokugi ELE
white raddish daikon W A
battery denchi ThAbH
Where is it? Doko desu ka. EZ T,
male dansei 72 AN
please doozo EHFE
arm ude 5T
equator sekidoo FEED
boring faikutsu ARG,
soil tsuchi 2h
assistance / help tetsudai TORWN
man otoko BEZ
chimney entotsu A LD
shoulder kata iRy e
railway tetsudoo T2 E9H
January ichigatsu W5 3D
ambassador taishi 7L
physical education taiiku I AALARS
poison doku <
carpenter daikusan ARGV,
power blackout teiden TUWTA
sometimes tokidoki L LX
tool doogu 5 <
university daigaku 7205 <
Level 5 reading test
cat neko 32z
dog inu A2
fox kitsune =Ry Al
racoon dog tanuki ¥ =
person / people ningen AT A
elder brother oniisan BlZWE A
elder sister oneesan BRZLIIA
throat nodo D E
stomach onaka B,

Idea Book 3 - Teaching Japanese For Juniors () KYOZAI - L.O.T.E. Teaching Aids




97

back senaka SRR
pear nashi L

clay nendo RAE
carrot ninjin IZA LA
what month nangatsu RADID
what date nannichi 72 AITH
what time nanji AL
west nishi Iz L
fever netsu ) AL
demon oni BiZ

long nagai AN
dirty kitanai SRR
rice cake soup 0ZOONi BEHIZ
meat niku 1z <

fish sakana <Y RYA
adult olona BER
crab kani Mz

sea horse latsuno otoshigo oL
eggplant nasu g
rainbow niji iz

how old nansai AW
what grade nannensei RARAED
how many people nannin 7R AT A
summer natsu )
riddel nazonazo ERE
smell nioi IZEB W
garlic ninniku IZAIZS
woman onna AR
fermented soy beans nattoo ok
spring onion negi E
shelf lana ViR

farm house nooka D 9 P
seed | lane = 32

cloth nuno ¥ D
tropics nettai Yo N A
price nedan RIZA
why naze AcA
brain noo D9

wild boar inoshishi WL L
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chopsticks / bridge hashi 1T L

sheep hitsuji [0SV

star hoshi E®

Mount Fuji Jfujisan LU XA
Japanese nihongo IZIFAZ
twins futago Ste T

star fish hitode ONET
futon futon S A
knee hiza [03=3

elbow hiji O C
diamond (shape) hishigata LT
germ baikin TV EA
hat / cap booshi IE95 L
pencil enpitsu Z A2
pig buta Sz

snake hebi ~K

baloon fuusen SR A
bookshelf hondana FATRER
yes / ash hai YA

east higashi O L
aeroplane hikooki 0Nz H &
hurrah banzai ITAZEW
haiku poem haiku EYARS
blackboard kokuban ZFA
prawn / shrimp ebi Z

Japan nippon IZoEA
perfect kanpeki WA E
me (for boys) boku iZ <

full / many ippai ARl 74A
bus basu T4 (R R)
pink pinku CAL (B 7)
ghost obake BT

bee and fly hachi to hae EbEiix
a draw / drawers hikidashi ONEEL
ladder hashigo L
flute / recorder fue 5z

ship / boat fune 522

bread pan iEA (3N2)
penguin pengin AAUEL (T V)
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dragon fly tonbo W ES

fan senpuuki HASED &

hippopotamus kaba A B

lunch box bentoobako ~A LS

pencil case fudebako STIXZ

bag kaban ML A

vase kabin MO A

buckwheat noodles soba X

one minute ippun W A
Level 7 reading test

rubbish bin gomibako TRIIEZ

window mado Eqal

mandarine mikan TR A

bug mushi L

glasses megane DB

comics manga F AD

hairy catterpillar kemushi Jir L

peach . MOmo L)

everyone minasan FrIp I A

kimono kimono ERY2)

bear kuma =

a Japanese toy kendama TATEE

Sumo SUMOO TH9

problem mondai H ATEWD

rain / candy / lolly ame & o

water mizu il

sea umi D F

island shima L*

SCISSOTS hasami L E A&

sandy beach sunahama FRITFE

bean / pea mame ER.5

secret himitsu [ 3P

male and female (animals) osu 1o mesu BI L

ruler monosashi HhDL

ear mimi FR FF

hina doll ohinasama BV XFE

short mijikai PN

yukky / distasteful mazui EScHA

everyday mainichi FWIZH
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poisonous spider dokugumo EL<YH

eraser keshigomu FLZE

turtle / tortoise kame yARY:s)

wave nami AT

difficult muzukashii F L

rotten tooth mushiba e LI

uncooked rice kome 5]

fruit kudamono X2

mouse / rat nezumi 129 F

worin mimizu FrFT

shark same X2

ege lamago mEZ

wasp suzumebachi TTHIEL

platypus kamonohashi MHDIEL

wolf ookami BER A

sea snake umihebi PR aN6)

horse uma 9 E

south minami FrIR

son and daughter musuko to musume e T
Level 8 reading test

goat yagi RE

winter Jfuyu $N )

snowman yukidaruma WwEZDLE

evening / night yoru X5

Thursday mokuyoobi H L HV

camel rakuda 5L

glue no¥i DY

side yoko £ Z

weather forecast tenkiyohoo TAEXIED

June 6 rokugatsu muika AL B

green midori LY

apple ringo DA

frog kaeru MAD

donkey roba AlX

ant ari HY

happy ureshii I L

bird tori &y

kindergarden yoochien Xobr A

dream yume og.e
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daytime hiru 0%
black and white kuro to shiro <AELA
fridge reizooko NNE S Z
microwave oven denshirenji TALIAL (L)
television terebi TN (F L)
eye brow mayuge E315
monkey saru =5
tiger tora &b
lion raion bWBA(FA4V)
giraffe kirin DA
dolphin iruka ARRR
whale kujira LB
bat koomori Zo9b Y
circle maru 5
jellyfish kurage < biF
white duck ahiru HOD
echidna harimogura I H<H
snail katatsumuri N2 Y
room heya AR
roof yane L1
vegetable yasai X
courage yuuki WwHE
appointment / plan yotei LT
spring haru RS
kettle yakan R A
post yuubin 5 WA
western style clothes yoofuku £ 95<
storm arashi Hol
armor Yoroi AN
Level 9 reading test
me watashi DL
crocodile / aligator wani relle
eagle - washi DL
forgotten goods wasuremono DTNHD
bad warui DB
chicken niwarori o ey
cute kawaii MU
swimming float ukiwa - P
scarry kowai Zon
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L2X e

bubble awad

jacket / coat uwagi vkekd

reason wake rolvl

finnish / end owari BHY

wrincle shiwa L

Please sit down. Suwatie kudasai. ThoTLEIV,

soft / tender yawarakai R H AW

children’s song warabeuta DHRHTE

skipping (rope) nawatobi g el )

garden niwa Iz

coward yowamushi JotrL

Tumor uwasa S

excuse itwake AYAY o lb)

selfish wagamama DBREFE

rubber band wagomu LIl (d4)

half-split chopsticks waribashi PiXL

fukuwarai game Sfukuwarai HL bW

peace heiwa ~UVED

Excuse me. Sumimasen. THRERA,

May I please use your Denwa o kashite Thbzh LT

telephone? kudasai. TSV,

It’s alright. lidesuyo. WINTT X,

Please. Doozo. EHE, )

Thank you. Arigatoo. HVBL S,

You’re welcome. Dooitashimashite. EH5niLELT,

Good moming. Ohayoogozaimasu. BixLH> T8 nwET,

Hello. Konnichiwa. ZAITBIE,

Good evening. Konbanwa. Z AT A,

My name is Hiroko. Watashi no namae wa | 7= LD E 21X,
Hiroko desu. OAZTY,

How do you do. Doozo yoroshiku. L5FrALL,

Pleased to meet you. Hajimemashite. IZCWHELT,

Me too. / ditto Kochirakoso. ThbbhIF,

Sorry. (Gomennasai. ¥ AT E N,

Everybody, please look at the
black board.

Minasan, kokuban o
mite kudasai.

HipEh, ZEAE
HTLIEE W,

Please give me paper.

Kami o kudasai.

& LTS,

I went to the mountains.

Yama e ikimashita.

RESNNEFE LR,

I went to school.

Gakkoo e ikimashita.

BoZ H~WEFE LT,

Goodbye.

Sayoonara.

cE572b,
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ambulance kyuukyuusha TwHEwwIHILR
birthday tanjoobi AL x5O
jankenpon Jjankenpon CATAIEA
classroom kyooshitsu xxroL-o
photograph shashin L& LA
library room toshoshitsu ELxLD
applause hakushu iZ< Lw
Super express chootokkyuu Hbrokokw)
butterfly choocho Hro5bx
green tea ocha BbH %
milk SYuunyuu XwHiZw H
hospital byooin P oWVA
timetable Jjikanwarihyoo ChAbh DX
one hundred hyaku [0.X K
trip (travel) ryokoo DNEZH
garage shako Lz
dinosaur kyooryuu Xro5hw5
six hundred roppyaku Ao
pyokopyoko PrIvzxZ
three hundred sanbyaku SAURL
a Japanese toy byunbyungoma T AUwATE
gold fish kingyo AT X
pyuupyuu K 50w H
a game neko nyaa R H
girl shoajo LxroLCx
boy shoonen Lxo58BA
nyoro nyoro IZxAIZx A
toy omocha BbbHo
China chuugoku Hw 5 Z<
ostrich dachoo bt
honest shoojiki LXo5LCX
tadpole otamajakushi BlzELSL L
primary school shoogakkoo LIo9MBoI )
junior high school chuugakkoo Hw IR D
post office yuubinkyoku b5 A E 1<
graduation ceremony sotsugyooshiki ser- PN
black swan kokuchoo Z<bx)
ruler Jjoogi Cro&
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baseball yakyuu REW D

hiccup shakkuri Lo

homework shukudai Lw <72

foreign student ryuugakusei D 9 < HN

pulse myaku Fr R <

surname myooji AHr 9L

cooking ryoori DNxo5h

semi final Junkesshoo CwhitToLx5

car Jjidoosha CEHSL»

address Jyuusho Cwo5L X
Game and activity ideas for hiragana recognition

Hiragana Quiz Hiragana kuizu OLBRIAX

pencil enpitsu Z AR

frog kaeru MA D

book hon E A

What are their names? Namae wa nan desu ka. IRE 21X 72 A TE M,

Who is number ? ban wa dare desu ka IFANTTEN T,

What numberis 7  sankunwananban | I A/ AITRA
desu ka. (XA TE D,

How many hiragana are there? | Hiragana ikutsu aru kana | O6 2372\ < D3 A

Which hiragana? Dono hiragana EOOE R

Colour a in green. a o midori de nutte HEHREN THhoT

kudasai.

2 RN,

Search for words

Kotoba o sagashimashoo

CEXPXALELLS
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